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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. Please announce the following: 
 

GLOBAL WARMING SOLUTIONS GROUP CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE SURVEY RESULTS 
 
Global Warming Solutions Group of Central Illinois is pleased to release the results of its 

environmentally‐focused survey of the 2011 Peoria City Council At‐Large candidates. Eight of the ten 

candidates responded to a five‐question survey. Only Eric Turner and George Azouri did not. The 

candidates were polled for ideas on increasing recycling participation, views on the piggyback landfill 

expansion, beliefs about human‐caused climate change, and approaches to making Peoria a more 

sustainable city. They were also given a chance to showcase how they are making their own lives more 

sustainable. 

In April 2010 Peoria Disposal Company (PDC) became the city’s waste hauler, offering free curbside 

recycling with a once‐a‐month pickup. At that time, PDC told the Peoria Journal Star (5/25/2010) it was 

targeting 30% participation. Right now, around 15% of Peoria households are enrolled. When asked 

what should be done, all candidates expressed support for recycling. Many suggested education and 

incentives. Sandberg would increase recycling pickup frequency and pay for it by reducing yard waste 

pickups. Spain would fund increased recycling pickups by replacing Waste Management as the landfill 

operator, a move he believes would save the city $350,000 a year. Summers supports a “pay as you 

throw” model with free, more frequent recycling pickups. Akeson would study mandatory recycling 

programs in other cities and look at requiring landlords to provide recycling for all tenants. 

Candidates were also questioned about the proposed piggyback expansion of the city/county municipal 

waste landfill. As background, when PDC won the landfill contract it proposed a 10 million ton 

standalone expansion. Now alternative designs under consideration include an 18 million ton expansion 

piggybacked on top of the existing landfill projected to create landfill capacity through 2070. Grayeb, 

Sandberg and Akeson share the environmental community’s concerns about the long‐term integrity of a 

piggyback landfill. Sandberg also points out that creating excess capacity drives the wrong behavior—

burying waste instead of reuse and recycling. Neither Stowell nor Summers believe Peoria should be 

taking waste from other communities. Weaver, Williams and Spain all see the need for further study. 



When asked whether they believed “human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the 

very real threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change,” five candidates gave an unequivocal “yes.” 

Weaver and Williams did not fully commit to the belief, but emphasized that regardless of whether 

climate change is human‐caused or not, we must act. Summers flatly answered “no,” but shared his 

belief that humans need to be better stewards of the environment. 

Everyone recognizes that with the long‐term fiscal outlook, there will be very limited local, state and 

federal funds for making Peoria more sustainable. Candidates were asked how Peoria could be more 

competitive for these scarce funds, what low‐ or no‐cost initiatives could be pursued, and how to best 

utilize existing tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund. Many candidates indicated the need 

for a shared vision and a local approach. Sandberg believes that government is not the solution, using 

the example of a decision to subsidize downtown parking rather than mass transit. Spain pointed to his 

track record of securing scarce funds for initiatives such as sustainable streetscapes, storm water 

management and alternative energy. Summers and Akeson, both vocal proponents of the Heart of 

Peoria plan to combat sprawl, see dense, walkable neighborhoods as a route to sustainability. Weaver 

suggests using “global conscience” to determine where sustainability funds are best spent, even if it is 

not Peoria. 

All eight candidates have made laudable personal lifestyle changes. Seven of eight recycle. Grayeb and 

Spain drive hybrids. Williams and his wife share a car. Sandberg drives his 50 mpg motorcycle year 

round. Grayeb and Weaver have both made energy efficiency improvements in buildings they own. 

Sandberg keeps his carbon footprint small in a 1000 square foot home and uses his single‐room air 

conditioner fewer than 10 nights a year. Summers comes from an older, walkable neighborhood. Akeson 

made the decision to send only one campaign mailing, keeping excess campaign literature out of the 

landfill. 

Global Warming Solutions Group thanks the responding candidates for their thoughtful answers and 

looks forward to working with the new council to make Peoria a more sustainable community. The 

candidate survey was intended as a public education tool, not to endorse any particular candidate. To 

that end, we have attempted to create an unbiased summary and published the full set of candidate 

responses on our web site, www.gwsolutionsgroup.com.  And, regardless of where you stand on 

environmental issues, Global Warming Solutions Group encourages you to get out and vote on April 5, 

2011.  



About our group: 

The Global Warming Solutions advocates for practical local solutions to the problems posed by global 

warming. We are a coalition of individuals and organizations interested in a more sustainable Central 

Illinois. We began as an offshoot of the Heart of Illinois chapter of the Sierra Club in 2007. Anyone is 

welcome to get involved and help us promote energy conservation, recycling and exploration of 

alternative energy sources in our community.  

 

Visit our web site at www.gwsolutionsgroup.com or join us on  

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/gwsolutionsgroup) or  

Twitter (http://twitter.com/ciglobalwarming) for details. 
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Candidate 
Best Way to Increase 

Recycling Rates 
Piggyback Landfill 

Expansion 
Humans as the Cause 
of Climate Change 

Ideas for Making 
Peoria Sustainable 

Personal Steps toward 
Sustainable Lifestyle 

Grayeb  Would work to 
promote program and 
increase participation 
rates. 

Does not support 
piggyback and shares 
environmental 
community’s concerns. 

Yes.  Environment should be 
a big issue for all 
lawmakers. Believes 
wind and solar could 
be huge boon to the 
economy. 

Recycling, hybrid 
vehicles, energy 
efficiency in buildings 
he owns. 

Sandberg  Sees current efforts as 
“baby steps.” Supports 
free weekly recycling 
funded by less frequent 
yard waste pickup. 

Does not support 
piggyback from 
engineering design or 
public policy 
standpoint. Believes 
excess capacity drives 
wrong behavior – 
burying waste instead 
of reusing/recycling. 

Yes.  Does not see 
government as the 
solution … for example, 
Peoria should not 
subsidize downtown 
parking, but instead 
support mass transit. 

Small 100‐year‐old 
house kept cold in 
winter and hot in 
summer. Fleet of older 
cars (some 30+ mpg) 
and motorcycles (50 
mpg) driven year 
round. Believes in 
reuse, rebuilding, 
recycling in lieu of 
“disposable culture.” 

Weaver  Work with Peoria 
Disposal Company 
(PDC) to increase 
participation and 
gather input from the 
public to set 
reasonable 
benchmarks. 

Will attend April 7 PDC 
presentation on the 
landfill expansion to 
learn more and then 
take an informed 
position. 

Does not engage in the 
discussion of whether 
climate change is 
human‐caused, but 
believes we must act as 
though humans do 
threaten the 
environment. 

Believes in global 
conscience and does 
not know whether 
Peoria is the best place 
for state and federal 
dollars to be spent. 

Working to improve 
lighting efficiency and 
HVAC systems in 
commercial buildings 
he owns. 

Stowell  Believes PDC needs to 
create better 
incentives for recycling. 

Needs to study, but 
does not believe Peoria 
needs to be the 
Midwest’s landfill. 

Yes.  Believes Peoria needs 
to be progressive in 
seeking resources that 
incentivize sustainable 
energy. 

A double‐bin recycling 
family. 



Global Warming Solutions Group Candidate Survey 
Peoria City Council At Large Election, April 5, 2011 

 

Page р of  мф   compi led by Tracy Fox for Global Warming Solutions Group, March 29, 2011 

Candidate 
Best Way to Increase 

Recycling Rates 
Piggyback Landfill 

Expansion 
Humans as the Cause 
of Climate Change 

Ideas for Making 
Peoria Sustainable 

Personal Steps toward 
Sustainable Lifestyle 

Williams  Proposes more 
structured strategic 
planning approach with 
clear accountability to 
set and achieve goals.  

Idea of locking in 
through 2070 is 
compelling, but unsure 
expansion is 
environmentally 
sustainable. Issue 
merits further study. 

Even if human activities 
not the only 
contributing factor, 
they are the only ones 
we can effect so we 
must act to reverse the 
effects we can control. 

Need to rebuild the 
economy the same way 
it was built in the first 
place, by working 
together locally.  Need 
a shared vision of 
sustainability and 
regional collaboration. 

Doesn’t smoke, is a 
single automobile 
family, weather 
stripping, automatic 
thermostat, energy 
efficient light bulbs and 
batteries … many small 
lifestyle changes. 

Spain  Supports expanding 
recycling program to 
every two weeks. Will 
fund by removing 
Waste Management as 
the landfill operator 
and saving $350,000. 

Believes piggyback 
option has been openly 
discussed all along. 
Sees advantages and 
disadvantages and will 
continue to study. 

Yes.  Track record of 
securing scarce funds 
for sustainable 
streetscapes, storm 
water management 
and alternative energy. 
Supports policies to 
incentivize green 
development.  Worked 
on energy efficiency 
revolving fund. 

Developed LEED‐
qualified buildings. 
Recycles. Drives a 
hybrid. 

Summers  Dislikes monthly 
pickup. Supports “pay 
as you throw” for 
regular waste with free 
recycling. Will work 
with PDC to increase 
participation. 

Does not support 
expansion for the 
purpose of taking 
waste from other 
communities. 

No, but believes 
humans need to be 
better stewards of the 
earth. 

Believes Peoria should 
be moving forward, 
making it more 
competitive for state 
and federal dollars. 
Would focus on 
sustainable city 
planning to stop 
sprawling, auto‐
dependent growth.  

Recycling, reusable 
shopping bags and new 
energy‐efficient 
furnace and air 
conditioner. Lives in an 
older, walkable 
neighborhood instead 
of contributing to 
sprawl. 
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Candidate 
Best Way to Increase 

Recycling Rates 
Piggyback Landfill 

Expansion 
Humans as the Cause 
of Climate Change 

Ideas for Making 
Peoria Sustainable 

Personal Steps toward 
Sustainable Lifestyle 

Akeson  Need aggressive 
education campaign. 
Would study 
mandatory recycling as 
well as requiring 
landlords to provide 
recycling at rental 
units. 

Does not support 
piggyback and shares 
environmental 
community concerns. 

Yes.  Does not know enough 
to have specific 
suggestions. If elected, 
will devote herself full‐
time to learning how to 
make Peoria a strong 
competitor for any 
available funding. 

Recycling, steps to 
increase energy 
efficiency at home, 
reusable shopping 
bags, few paper 
products. Made 
decision to send only 
one campaign mailing 
to reduce the amount 
of campaign literature 
that ends up in the 
trash. 

 

Notes: 

Candidate responses are ordered based on the order in which the responses were received. The candidate survey, sent on March 15, included the following questions. 

1. Best Way to Increase Recycling Rates: In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste 
Management, had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating households to 5490, around 15% 
of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

2. Piggyback Landfill Expansion: Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won the 
landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion 
on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

3. Humans as the Cause of Climate Change: Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very 
real threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

4. Ideas for Making Peoria Sustainable: Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) 
maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and performance-based contracting? 

5. Personal Steps toward Sustainable Lifestyle: What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   
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From:                                   Kassy Killey 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 5:45 PM
To:
Subject: [ciglobalwarming] City Council Candidates Questions on Sustainability: due 3/27

  

Dear Candidates:  

 
The Global Warming Solutions Group advocates for practical solutions to the problems posed by global 
warming. We are a coalition of individuals and organizations interested in a more sustainable Central Illinois. 
We are actively working to encourage energy conservation, increase recycling and promote renewable energy 
opportunities. We successfully lobbied the Peoria City Council for both free curbside recycling and the 
 revolving energy fund. For more information about our group, visit www.gwsolutionsgroup.com. 
 
We have developed the following survey to provide you, the candidates for City Council, with an additional 
platform for sharing your views on sustainability issues from recycling to climate change. We will publish your 
answers in full on our web site and make a public release to the media. Please reply by midnight, Sunday, 
March 27. We look forward to your responses. 
 
Feel free to contact me for additional details or if any of the questions are unclear, 
 
Kassy Killey 

 
 
1.       In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous 
contractor, Waste Management, had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, 
PDC has increased the number of participating households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While 
any increase is commendable, PDC publically set its first year curbside recycling participation goal at 30%. 
What do you think should be done? 
 
 
2.       Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a 
new landfill cell. When PDC won the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion. 
 Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on 
top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill capacity through 2070 at 
today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 
 
 
 
3.       Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant 
contributing factor to the very real threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 



8

 
 
 
4.       Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for 
making our community more sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong 
competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of 
existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and performance-based contracting? 
 
 
 
5.       What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable? 
 
 

__._,_.___ 
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Responses from Chuck Grayeb 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

We need to promote these efforts more fully. We are moving in the right direction but we need to pick up the 
pace. 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

Absolutely not. When I was on the council, I lobbied the county board members to avoid any further 
expansion. Some of your members as well as local environmentalists and medical experts pointed to the 
dangers of just taking care of the waste burden we already assume! 

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

Yes. Also, we are responsible to future generations for decisions we are making now. 

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

We need to reject the idea that the environment should not be a huge issue for all lawmakers, including 
state and federal.  Implicit in the question is an acquiescence to the status quo which has relegated 
environmental issues to a back seat. This is a mistake. I believe wind and solar and green approaches 
could be a huge boon to our economy, and we need to vote for lawmakers who are working to this end!   

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

I do recycling and the last 3 cars I have bought have been hybrids. I can do more, though, I am sure. With 
the buildings I own, I have done energy audits and have moved toward more efficient lighting and heating 
units. These efforts have been cost effective. Thank you for allowing me to participate. I remain very 
concerned about the landfill and think we may have a problem in the future there. 
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Responses from Gary Sandberg 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

I think as I stated at the time of the “acceptance” of the current waste hauling contract, the City's goal of free 
curbside recycling made a baby step forward with the contract awarded to PDC. I believed then as I believe 
now recycling should be a higher priority than landscape waste. The greater public policy would have free 
curbside/alley pick up for recyclables weekly and once or twice per month pick up of yard waste (instead of 
current vice versa). Private composting is a better solution to yard waste than disposal, even if for cover. 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

I do NOT think this is a good idea for two basic reasons. First the original liner was installed under certain 
“design criteria” and doubling the weight on that existing liner raises the risk of liner failure and loss of 
containment. As the world is learning over the last 3 weeks, “state of art” nuclear facilities built years ago 
don't offer enough safety factors when design criteria is exceeded.  I have the same fear and concern to 
expect liners put in place under standards at the time of installation could pose an expensive and real threat 
to contamination and remediation when failure occurs. 

The second reason I believe this a poor planning decision is from a public policy standpoint. It accepts and 
perpetuates the paradigm that re-use/recycling is secondary to planting our waste in the ground.  I would 
hope that it is NOT continuing public policy and public sentiment that 14%-30% to even 50%-60% recycling 
should be the “standard” 70 years from now.  By increasing the capacity in a risky fashion, we just condone 
through capacity the wrong behavior. 

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

Yes I believe that the unnecessary waste of energy consumption (fossil or carbon based) at all levels is the 
basis of disruptive climate change. 

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

I believe the context of the question is correct in the assumption that funds will be scarce, but I am 
concerned with respect to the premise that “government” is the solution. I believe at every level, local, state, 
and federal, government implements poor public policy initiatives that reward unsustainable [behavior] and 
then the public expects “funds” to correct.  I have long advocated that subsidizing parking decks to the tune 
of $1.5 / year is bad public policy as the correct public policy is to support mass transportation and by 
subsidizing parking rates, we are making it easier to encourage individual vehicle usage. I have also spoken 
out that land development practices at the outer most areas of Peoria with a density of only 2.5 units per 
acre is unsustainable.   
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Individuals, not government, are the solution to developing low-cost or cost free initiatives that best solve 
their individual needs and purposes. When gasoline costs rise, individuals will consider the costs 
associated with daily trips and move to a denser location closer to their daily needs. Urban sprawl to low 
density subdivisions with massively large homes is only possible when the value of energy and the value of 
land is minimized or subsidized by “government.”  Both need to stop and be reversed to enable the better 
public policy of sustainability. 

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

My carbon footprint is small. In my 1,000 square foot 110 year old home, my thermostat is set at 51 in 
winter and I do not have central air, but only use a unit AC in my bedroom under only the hottest / most  
humid conditions (last year about 7 nights).  Additionally, while I have several motor vehicles (6 cylinder 195 
ci is the largest engine in my ‘49 Nash which rolled off assembly lines the year of my birth, most are 4 
cylinders with largest 130 ci), I still have and drive the 1960 Austin Healey 4 cylinder, 60 ci car I purchased 
in 1968 which got 30 mpg in 1968 and over 33 mpg even now.  Additionally, I ride my 50 mpg motorcycle 
12 months as I am today 27 March.  I will put twice as many miles on my motorcycles each year as I put on 
all the rest of my 4 wheeled vehicles together.  My lightest car is weighs only 1,000 lbs and was 
manufactured in 1963. My heaviest is the Nash that weighs 3,200 lbs. My newest car is 20 years old so I 
believe one has to re-use, rebuild, recycle in lieu of just buying a new product with all the energy 
consumption necessary to produce and manufacture items in our current “disposable culture.”  

I routinely re-use containers/ packing material, for alternative uses that mesh with my particular lifestyle, a 
jar or bottle does not get thrown away but rather used to store something in for future use or re-use.  
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Responses from Chuck Weaver 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

I always work to listen to all sides of an issue. With that in mind I recently spoke with PDC about their 
recycling program.  PDC commented that their goal was to reach 6,000 customers by the end of the first 
year of their program in 2011 and 40% of the customer base by the end of the contract in 2014. I look 
forward to hearing from the Global Warming Solutions Group their thoughts on the proper benchmarks that 
should be achieved.  I will work with our Public Works Department, City Manager and PDC to help find 
ways to continually promote their recycling program and also to hopefully enhance its services to our 
residents while still providing a low cost solution for our taxpayers.   
 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

I am not familiar with either landfill design that PDC is proposing.  I saw in the Journal Star that PDC is 
hosting a meeting at the Grand Hotel on April 7 to educate the public on their plans to expand the landfill.  I 
plan to attend this meeting and learn more about their landfill expansion plans, which will help me make an 
informed decision about whether it is a good idea for the City to support a smaller landfill expansion from 
PDC, or a larger one. My main concern will be the migration of toxic waste under the site with the possibility 
of contaminating the San Koty aquifer. 
 

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

I do not engage in the argument over whether or not humans threaten climate change. We have to act as 
though we do threaten our environment and adjust accordingly. 
 

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

My primary concern is developing a global conscience about environmental issues.  I do not have sufficient 
knowledge to say whether Peoria is the best place for dollars to be spent. I will work to be sure state and 
federal dollars are being used as efficiently as possible to make the largest impact possible regardless of 
location.  
 
We must all act locally and be personally responsible regarding environmental issues. 
 

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

Over the last two years I have begun changing ballasts and lights in my commercial buildings. This year I 
changed out all my dated HVAC units in my largest building to become more environmentally friendly. I will 
continue to change out units as quickly as finances allow me to. The last commercial building I constructed 
was state of the art with regard to being environmentally friendly. 
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Responses from Jim Stowell 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

PDC needs to create better incentives to re-cycle and I want to make re-cycling part of my service based 
learning initiatives. If we do a better job of re-cycling, landfill analysis might be better.   

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

I would need to further study all facets, but in general, we shouldn't be the Midwest’s landfill, but we need to 
do a better job and be more responsible with our own waste.  

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

What we do as humans has profound impact on altering climate change.  

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

As a community we need to be progressive in seeking resources that incentivize an enviro-friendly use of 
energy and sustainable energy.  

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

We have been a double-bin recycling family since PDC began charging for them. 
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Responses from Andre Williams 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

The City of Peoria needs to develop a Standard Success Measures Methodology for PDC (and for all 
contractors doing or wishing to business with the City).   

 In this case, PDC's Goal should be "Increase curbside recycling in Peoria households" - one of 
several broad, long term aims, the accomplishment of which would spell achievement of its broader 
recycling Mission.  "Increase curbside recycling participation to 30% in Y1" is a specific, measureable, 
achievable (?), time-bound (S.M.A.R.T.) Objective to achieving its Goal(s).  This distinction is significant 
because before determining its Strategies for how it would achieve its Objectives, PDC should have 
identified the existing and potential Barriers to the Objective(s), as well as the Critical Success Factors (the 
"Must Haves") needed to meet its Objective(s).  PDC's Strategies should have been tied to its Objectives by 
overcoming those Barriers and controlling for the existence of those Success Factors. 

Since PDC's Strategies apparently were not appropriately tied to their stated Objectives, and since, as a 
result, the company failed to meet its contractual obligation, the City and PDC need to review its failed 
Strategies to identify why they failed (i.e. Identify which of the CSFs and Barriers were not accounted for), 
and develop new or modify existing Strategies as necessary.  As a final step in that Review, PDC needs to 
prioritize those Strategies and submit to the City a Detailed Action & Accountability Plan outlining whose is 
responsible for doing what, by when, and who at PDC and/or the City will be responsible for authorizing, 
supervising, participating in, and be notified of each of those Actions.  PDC's plan then needs to be 
monitored quarterly with Strategies and Actions adjusted accordingly to achieve the Objective(s). 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

On the surface, the idea of locking in waste generation rates through 2070 presents a compelling 
proposition.  However, I am not aware of any studies indicating that an 18 million ton piggyback expansion 
is environmentally sustainable.  I would need more information from City Staff in order to form a 
more educated opinion.  I would also be interested in more information from the Global Warming Solutions 
Group. 

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

Even if human activities are not the only factor contributing to the threat of abrupt, disruptive climate 
change, they are the only activities we have the ability to significantly effect.  Therefore, in my opinion, it as 
being in our collective best interest to do all we can to reverse those effects we can control. 

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

This question is framed exactly as it should be:  Help from Washington, D.C., and Springfield are not likely 
to come soon.  As a result, Peoria and communities like it, are going to have to rebuild their economies 
the same way they built them in the first place, by working together locally. 
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(A) The communities that will be more attractive competitors for funds will be those who present a 
consensus toward a shared vision of what a preferred, sustainable future looks like. (B) If there are federal 
or state programs that reward such efforts, then the City should engage in a competitive effort to present 
itself as a model City deserving of those limited funds. If no federal or state programs exist, then the City 
should create a program challenging other regional municipalities to participate in helping make Central 
Illinois a more sustainable place to live and work.  (C) The Energy Efficiency Revolving Fund is one of the 
tools that can be used to encourage businesses to compete with other businesses in the region.  As for how 
to maximize performance-based contracting, see my response to question #1, above. 

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

My wife and I: 

 Don't smoke. 
 Have driven one automobile for the past seven (7) years.   
 Weather-strip our home in winter. 
 Use automatic heating/air settings. 
 Have lots of houseplants. 
 Recycle water for watering our houseplants. 
 Unplug unused appliances. 
 Use low-energy light bulbs. 
 Use rechargeable batteries. 
 Request paper instead of plastic. 
 Crush plastics before disposing of them. 
 Recycle clothes through donations to various charities. 
 Typically, fill our gas tank in the evening instead of during the day. 

... I am sure there are other things that I can't think of right now... 
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Responses from Ryan Spain 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

The recycling program should be expanded to every two weeks. Currently, the City of Peoria is over-
charged for contracted municipal waste disposal at our own City/County Landfill operated by Waste 
Management. Annual overpayments to Waste Management exceed $350,000. I propose to remove Waste 
Management of the operator of the landfill and direct the additional savings to expand the current recycling 
program.  

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

 As a member of the City/County Landfill Committee, I disagree with the characterization that the alternative 
design for a layover expansion was buried in the bid proposal. There are advantages and disadvantages to 
the proposed layover expansion. Advantages include additional capacity, a more rapid change in landfill 
operation from Waste Management to PDC, creation of a Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Center, 
and a reduced need to build Landfill #4 in the future. Disadvantages include greater capacity to receive 
waste from other communities, engineering issues regarding the landfill liner system, and the potential for 
other waste disposal technologies to develop.  

I will continue to study this issue and look forward to working with the Sierra Club, Families Against Toxic 
Waste, and the Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group.  

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

 Yes.  

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

I have a proven track record of securing scare funds through state and federal government. I have secured 
more than $20 million for the redevelopment of Peoria’s Warehouse District–including dollars for 
sustainable streetscapes, storm water management, and alternative energy production (such as steam 
heating). I will continue working with local sustainability organizations to promote low-cost sustainability 
initiatives. I will continue to seek public policies that require or incentivize green development activities such 
as pervious pavement and LEED certification. During my term, I worked to create an energy efficiency 
revolving fund at City Hall. The initial funding was received from the stimulus program, and I have set aside 
saved dollars to reinvest in additional energy improvement programs in the City.  

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

I have developed LEED qualified buildings. I am an active participant of the City’s recycling program. I drive 
a hybrid vehicle. 
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Responses from C.J. Summers 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

I think we should follow up with them to ask why they didn't meet their goal and what can be done to 
increase participation. I personally was disappointed that the new contract reduced pickups to once a month 
(it was twice a month under Waste Management) and required the rental of a special dumpster -- something 
not required for regular waste or landscape waste.  I believe these actions disincentivize participation.  I 
believe we need to make recycling as easy as possible in order to get more people to participate. I'm also in 
favor of a "pay as you throw" system for regular waste, while keeping recycling free. 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

If it's our waste, then I think it's appropriate for us to take steps necessary to provide for disposal of it (and 
always to be looking for ways to reduce said waste). However, if we're importing waste from other 
communities, and that is the reason we need to expand, then I'm not in favor of it. Peoria shouldn't be a 
regional dumping ground.  Each community should provide for its own waste disposal. 

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

No, but I believe human activities have caused a great deal of harm to the environment, and that we need 
to be better stewards of the earth. We should do the right thing and take care of the environment whether 
there is an imminent threat or not. 

4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

We have to be moving forward. If we're already working toward sustainability, it will be easier for us 
to compete for federal and state funds when they become available. One thing I believe we can do at the 
city level is implement sustainable city planning. Our current strategy of sprawling, low-density, land-use-
separated, automobile-dependent growth is only exacerbating the overuse of fossil fuels, but on an 
individual level and from city vehicles. We need to look for ways to incorporate sustainability into our 
subdivision ordinance and our zoning ordinance. Requiring roads to be multi-modal through-streets for 
easier connection and maintenance, higher dwelling-units-per-acre requirements, and mixed-use zoning 
would all help reduce the length and number of car trips residents have to take. I'm not up to speed on the 
various financial tools that are potentially and currently available, so I would need to do more research 
(including sitting down with your organization to hear your ideas and suggestions) on the best strategies 
to attract and use them. 

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

We have a family of five, and yet we do so much recycling that we only have one can of regular waste per 
week. We use reusable canvas bags and paper sacks for grocery shopping.  We are also getting a more 
energy-efficient furnace and air-conditioner this Spring.  And we have chosen to live in an older, denser, 
walkable neighborhood in the heart of the city instead of contributing to sprawl. 
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Responses from Beth Akeson 

1. In April 2010 PDC began providing residential trash pickup and free curbside recycling. The previous contractor, Waste Management, 
had 3450 subscribers in its pay-for-curbside-recycling program. As of March 7, PDC has increased the number of participating 
households to 5490, around 15% of Peoria households. While any increase is commendable, PDC publicly set its first year curbside 
recycling participation goal at 30%. What do you think should be done? 

My campaign for an At-Large City Council seat is focused on the premise that our City Council can do more 
to improve our citizens’ quality of life. Municipal government has the power to leverage taxes, allocate the 
revenue and write public policy. Their actions or inaction creates the type of community in which we live.  

When resources are squandered and policy is written to encourage suburban sprawl we all suffer. As it is 
today we now have 50 square miles of city land to maintain and a population of only 115,000 shouldering 
the responsibility. To put those numbers in perspective the city of Paris, France has 40 square miles to 
maintain with a population of approximately 2.2 million. By doing the math you can see that the burden is 
too great and that is in part why we are faced with a budget deficit and fewer dollars to allocate to city 
programs. We have to do more to make Peoria the type of place where people want to live. That is why I 
have been a major proponent of the Heart of Peoria Plan. Our city needs to work towards sustainability 
through sound city planning and creating the types of programs that sends a message we care about our 
environment.  

I recently suggested to Peoria’s Director of Public Works and that we could embark on a more aggressive 
education campaign to let Peoria citizens know the city has a recycling program and that it is easy to 
participate. Perhaps the sanitary truck drivers could attach “sticky” notes to garbage cans during their 
regular garbage runs with a message about recycling. These notes could say something like “Recycle- It’s 
easy! Call this # and we will sign you up. We could have District contests for the most participants per 
District and get the neighborhood associations and schools involved.  

As a home rule municipality we could try mandatory recycling similar to Seattle and I think the idea warrants 
further study; however, I believe getting people to take action voluntarily is an overall more satisfying 
approach and we would get better compliance.  

In my research I have learned there are approximately 29 residents in the area south of downtown in the 
First District who participate in the curbside recycling program. Unfortunately, there are a disproportionate 
number of low income people in the First District and many rental units. To address this issue we could 
make it mandatory for landlords to provide recycling containers for their tenants. This would increase the 
availability of the service throughout the city especially in the oldest neighborhoods where the number of 
homeowner occupied units is low. 

2. Currently the city/county landfill committee is working with PDC to prepare a siting application for a new landfill cell. When PDC won 
the landfill contract, it proposed a 10 million ton standalone expansion.  Buried in the bid proposal and contract was an alternative 
design for an 18 million ton piggyback expansion on top of the existing landfill cell. This 18 million ton expansion would create landfill 
capacity through 2070 at today’s waste generation rates. Do you think it’s a good idea? 

No, I do not think it is a good idea to provide a piggyback expansion. I fully share the concerns of Peoria 
Families Against Toxic Waste and support their position.  

3. Central Illinois Global Warming Solutions Group believes human activities are the most significant contributing factor to the very real 
threat of abrupt and disruptive climate change. Do you share this belief? 

Yes, I believe that we must do all that we can to make Central Illinois a sustainable place to live. This starts 
not only with individual action, but with public policy makers who understand their decisions over time 
create the conditions for community success or failure regarding environmental stewardship.  
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4. Given the long-term fiscal outlook at the local, state and federal level, it seems clear that funds for making our community more 
sustainable will be scarce. What ideas do you have for (a) making Peoria a strong competitor for the available funds, (b) low-cost or 
cost-free sustainability initiatives, and (c) maximizing use of existing financial tools such as the energy efficiency revolving fund and 
performance-based contracting? 

I do not know enough about the available local, state and federal monies and the requirements necessary 
to secure them. As a City Council member I will be able to devote myself full time to learning about what is 
required and doing what is necessary to make Peoria a strong competitor for any available funding.  

5. What actions have you personally taken to make your lifestyle more sustainable?   

We as a family recycle and we have done many of the typical things to our home to make it energy efficient. 
We have energy efficient toilets, light bulbs, appliances and we have radiant hot water heat. I use cloth 
grocery bags and use as few paper products as possible.  

Additionally, I made the decision early in the campaign that I would send out only one piece of campaign 
material rather than inundate citizens with campaign literature that eventually ends up in the trash. 
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